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Chart A – For Most People 

Who Must File 

If you may be claimed as a dependent 

by another taxpayer, you must file as a 

dependent whether you are being 

claimed or not. See Chart B. 

 

If your filing 

status is... 

AND at the 

end of 2022 

you were...* 

THEN file a 

return if 

your gross 

income 

was at 

least...** 

Single under 65 $12,950 

65 or older $14,700 

Married filing 

jointly*** 

under 65 

(both 

spouses) 

$25,900 
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65 or older 

(one spouse) 
$27,300 

65 or older 

(both 

spouses) 

$28,700 

Married filing 

separately 

(see the 

Instructions for 

Form 1040) 

any age $5 

Head of household 

(see the 

Instructions for 

Form 1040) 

under 65 $19,400 

65 or older $21,150 
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Qualifying 

Surviving Spouse 

(see the 

Instructions for 

Form 1040) 

under 65 $25,900 

65 or older $27,300 

* If you were born on January 1, 1958 you 

are considered to be age 65 at the end of 

2022. (If your spouse died in 2022 or if you 

are preparing a return for someone who died 

in 2022, see Publication 501). 

** Gross income means all income you 

received in the form of money, goods, 

property, and services that isn’t exempt from 

tax, including any income from sources 

outside the United States or from the sale of 

your main home (even if you can exclude part 

or all of it). 

• Do not include any social security benefits 

unless 
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o you are married filing a separate 

return and you lived with your spouse 

at any time in 2022 or 

o one-half of your social security 

benefits plus your other gross income 

and any tax-exempt interest is more 

than $25,000 ($32,000 if married 

filing jointly). 

If either situation applies, see the Form 1040 

Instructions to figure the taxable part of social 

security benefits you must include in gross 

income. 

• Gross income includes gains, but not 

losses, reported on Form 8949 or 

Schedule D. 

• Gross income from a business means, for 

example, the amount on Schedule C, line 

7, or Schedule F, line 9. But, in figuring 

gross income, don’t reduce your income 

by any losses, including any loss on 

Schedule C, line 7, or Schedule F, line 9. 
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*** If you didn’t live with your spouse at the 

end of 2022 (or on the date your spouse died) 

and your gross income was at least $5, you 

must file a return regardless of your age. 

Individuals who do not have a filing 

requirement based on this chart should also 

check Chart C, Other Situations When You 

Must File, and Chart D, Who Should File. 

Individuals with earned income but who do 

not have a filing requirement may be eligible 

for the Earned Income Credit. 
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Chart B – For Children and 

Other Dependents 

If your parent (or any other taxpayer) 

may claim you as a dependent, use 

this chart to see if you must file a 

return. 

In this chart, unearned income includes 

taxable interest, ordinary dividends, and 

capital gain distributions. It also includes 

unemployment compensation, taxable social 

security benefits, pensions, annuities, and 

distributions of unearned income from a trust. 

Earned income includes salaries, wages, 

tips, professional fees, and taxable 

scholarship and fellowship grants. Gross 

income is the total of your unearned and 

earned income. 
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Single Dependents 

Either 65 or 

over or 

blind 

You must file a return if any of 

the following apply. 

1. Your unearned income 

was over $2,900 ($4,650 

if 65 or older and blind). 

2. Your earned income was 

over $14,700 ($16,450 if 

65 or older and blind). 

3. Your gross income was 

more than the larger of — 

a. $2,900 ($4,650 if 65 

or older and blind) or 

b. our earned income 

(up to $12,550 plus 

$2,150 ($3,900 if 65 

or older and blind). 
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Under 65 

and not 

blind 

You must file a return if any of 

the following apply. 

1. Your unearned income 

was over $1,150. 

2. Your earned income was 

over $12,950. 

3. Your gross income was 

more than the larger of — 

a. $1,150, or 

b. Your earned income 

(up to $12,550 plus 

$400). 
 

Married Dependents 

Either age 

65 or older 

or blind 

You must file a return if any of 

the following apply. 
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1. Your unearned income 

was over $2,550 ($3,950 

if 65 or older and blind). 

2. Your earned income was 

over $14,350 ($15,750 if 

65 or older and blind). 

3. Your gross income was at 

least $5 and your spouse 

files a separate return and 

itemizes deductions. 

4. Your gross income was 

more than the larger of — 

a. $2,550 ($3,950 if 65 

or older and blind), 

or 

b. Your earned income 

(up to $12,550 plus 

$1,800 ($3,200 if 65 

or older and blind). 
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Under age 

65 and not 

blind 

You must file a return if any of 

the following apply. 

1. Your unearned income 

was over $1,150. 

2. Your earned income was 

over $12,950. 

3. Your gross income was at 

least $5 and your spouse 

files a separate return and 

itemizes deductions. 

4. Your gross income was 

more than the larger of — 

a. $1,150, or 

b. Your earned income 

(up to $12,550 plus 

$400). 
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Form 8615, Tax for Certain 

Children who have Unearned 

Income (Kiddie Tax) 

Children under age 18 and certain older 

children who are required to file a tax return 

and have unearned income over $2,300 must 

file Form 8615. For this purpose, “unearned 

income” includes all taxable income other 

than earned income, such as taxable interest, 

ordinary dividends, capital gains, rents, 

royalties, etc. It also includes taxable social 

security benefits, pension and annuity income, 

taxable scholarship and fellowship grants not 

reported on Form W-2, unemployment 

compensation, alimony, and income received 

as the beneficiary of a trust. Form 8615 is in 

scope for Native Americans receiving per 

capita payments and Alaska residents 

receiving permanent fund dividends. For all 

other purposes, Form 8615 remains Out of 

Scope. To determine if Form 8615 must be 

filed, see page H-3. 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8615.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw2.pdf
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Taxable scholarships and fellowship 

grants are considered as earned 

income for the purpose of determining 

if a dependent must file a tax return and for 

calculating the standard deduction for 

dependents. Taxable scholarships and 

fellowship grants not reported on Form W-2 

are considered to be unearned income for the 

purpose of calculating kiddie tax. 
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Chart C – Other Situations When 

You Must File 

You must file a return if any of the 

conditions below apply for 2022. 

1. You owe any special taxes, including 

any of the following. 

a. Alternative minimum tax (Out of 

Scope). 

b. Additional tax on a qualified plan, 

including an individual retirement 

arrangement (IRA), or other tax-

favored account. But if you are 

filing a return only because you 

owe this tax, you can file Form 

5329 by itself. 

c. Household employment taxes. 

But if you are filing a return only 

because you owe this tax, you 

can file Schedule H by itself (Out 

of Scope). 
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d. Social security and Medicare tax 

on tips you did not report to your 

employer or on wages you 

received from an employer who 

did not withhold these taxes. 

e. Recapture of first-time 

homebuyer credit. See 

Instructions for Form 1040, 

Schedule 2. 

f. Write-in taxes, including 

uncollected social security and 

Medicare or RRTA tax on tips you 

reported to your employer or on 

group-term life insurance and 

additional taxes on health savings 

accounts. See the Instructions for 

Form 1040. 

g. Recapture taxes. See the 

Instructions for Form 1040 (Out 

of Scope). 
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2. You (or your spouse, if filing jointly) 

received HSA distributions (in scope), 

Archer MSA distributions (Out of 

Scope), or Medicare Advantage MSA 

distributions (Out of Scope). 

3. You had net earnings from self-

employment of at least $400. Net 

earnings are Sch C profit x 92.35%. 

There is no self-employment tax on 

Sch C profit of less than $433. 

4. You had wages of $108.28 or more 

from a church or qualified church-

controlled organization that is exempt 

from employer social security and 

Medicare taxes (Out of Scope). 

5. Advance payments of the premium tax 

credit were made for you, your 

spouse, or a dependent who enrolled 

in coverage through the Marketplace. 

You or whoever enrolled you should 

have received Form(s) 1095-A 
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showing the amount of the advance 

payments. 

6. Advance payments of the health 

coverage tax credit were made for 

you, your spouse, or a dependent. You 

or whoever enrolled you should have 

received Form(s) 1099-H showing the 

amount of the advance payments (Out 

of Scope). 

7. You are required to include amounts in 

income under section 965 or you have 

a net tax liability under section 965 

that you are paying in installments 

under section 965(h) or deferred by 

making an election under 965(i) (Out 

of Scope). 
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Chart D – Who Should File 

Even if a taxpayer is not required to file a 

federal income tax return, they should 

file if any of the following situations 

below apply. 

1. You had income tax withheld from your 

pay, pension, social security or other 

income. 

2. You made estimated tax payments for 

the year or had any of your 

overpayment for last year’s estimated 

tax applied to this year’s taxes. 

3. You qualify for the earned income 

credit. See Publication 596, Earned 

Income Credit (EIC), for more 

information. 

4. You qualify for the additional child tax 

credit. See the Instructions for 

Schedule 8812. 
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5. You qualify for a refundable American 

Opportunity Credit. 

6. You qualify for the Premium Tax Credit. 

7. You receive a 1099-B and the gross 

proceeds plus other income exceeds 

the filing limits in Chart A. 

8. You receive Form 1099-S, Proceeds 

From Real Estate Transactions. 

9. You are required to file a state return. 

10. You want to file a $0 AGI return (such 

as to prevent tax identity theft, to 

claim a state credit, or for other 

assistance). Returns with zero AGI, no 

refund, and no balance due need to be 

paper filed. In certain situations, 

taxpayers may e-file these returns. To 

e-file, enter $1 as other income. Go to 

In come>Less Common Income>Other 

Income Not Reported Elsewhere and 

describe as “IN ORDER TO E-FILE.”. 
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11. You qualify for the refundable credit 

for prior year minimum tax. See Form 

8801, Credit for Prior Year Minimum 

Tax — Individuals, Estates, and Trusts 

(Out of Scope). 

12. You qualify for the Credit for Federal 

Tax Paid on Fuels, Form 4136 (Out of 

Scope). 
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Tab B: Starting a Return and 

Filing Status 
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Form 1040 Schedules 

Below is a general guide to what 

schedule(s) you will need to file, based 

on your circumstances. 

If You... Then Use... 

Refer 

to: 

• Have additional 

income, such as 

unemployment 

compensation, 

prize or award 

money, or 

gambling 

winnings. 

• Have any 

deductions to 

claim, such as 

student loan 

interest 

Schedule 1, 

Additional 

Income and 

Adjustments to 

Income 

Tabs D, 

E, and F 
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deduction, self-

employment 

tax, or educator 

expenses. 

• Need to make 

an excess 

advance 

premium tax 

credit 

repayment. 

• Owe other 

taxes, such as 

self-

employment 

tax, household 

employment 

taxes, 

additional tax 

on IRAs or 

other qualified 

retirement 

Schedule 2, 

Additional Taxes 

Tab H 
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plans and tax-

favored 

accounts or 

need to repay 

the first-time 

homebuyer 

credit. 

• Can claim a 

nonrefundable 

credit other 

than the child 

tax credit or the 

credit for other 

dependents, 

such as the 

foreign tax 

credit, 

education 

credits, credit 

for child and 

dependent care 

expenses or 

Schedule 3, 

Additional Credits 

and Payments 

Tabs G, 

H, J 
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retirement 

savings 

contributions 

credit. 

• Can claim a 

refundable 

credit other 

than the earned 

income credit, 

American 

opportunity 

credit, or 

additional child 

tax credit. Have 

other 

payments, such 

as an amount 

paid with a 

request for an 

extension to file 

or excess Social 
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Security tax 

withheld. 
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Social Security Number Entry 

The next step in creating a new tax return is 

entering the taxpayer’s Social Security 

number (SSN) in the space provided. To 

ensure accuracy, you are required to enter 

the SSN twice. 
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All returns are completed using the 

Basic (No Profile) Create a return 

without a Taxpayer Profile. 

If the SSN is already in use, or the two 

entries don’t match, the software will display 

an error message. Re-enter the numbers. 
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Footnotes 

1 1 Answer “NO” to this question if, on the 

last day of the year, you were legally 

separated from your spouse under a 

divorce or separate maintenance decree. 

Answer “NO” for individuals who have 

entered into a registered domestic 

partnership, civil union, or other similar 

relationship that is not called a marriage 

under state (or foreign) law. Answer YES if 

taxpayer is married regardless of where 

the spouse lives. 

2 Include in the cost of upkeep expenses 

such as rent, mortgage interest, real 

estate taxes, insurance on the home, 

repairs, utilities and food eaten in the 

home. Under proposed regulations, a 

taxpayer may treat a home’s fair market 

rental value as a cost of maintaining a 

household instead of the sum of payments 

for mortgage interest, property taxes and 
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insurance. See “Cost of Keeping Up a 

Home” worksheet later in this tab.  

3 See Publication 17, Your Federal Income 

Tax For Individuals, Filing Status, for rules 

applying to birth, death, or temporary 

absence during the year. There are special 

rules for claiming your parent as a 

qualifying person for head of household. 

See the Who Is a Qualifying Person 

Qualifying You To File as Head of 

Household? Chart later in this tab. 

4 Unless the child’s other parent claims him 

or her under rules for children of divorced 

or separated parents or parents who lived 

apart. 

5 You are considered unmarried for head of 

household purposes if your spouse was a 

nonresident alien at any time during the 

year and you do not choose to treat your 

nonresident spouse as a resident alien. 

However, your spouse is not a qualifying 

person for head of household purposes. 
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You must have another qualifying person 

(see the Who Is a Qualifying Person 

Qualifying You To File as Head of 

Household? chart later in this tab) and 

meet the other tests to be eligible to file 

as a head of household. You are 

considered married if you choose to treat 

your nonresident alien spouse as a 

resident alien. See chapter 1 of Pub 519, 

U.S. Tax Guide For Aliens. 

6 Your spouse is considered to live in your 

home even if he or she is temporarily 

absent due to illness, education, business, 

vacation, military service, or incarceration. 

7 If the taxpayer wants to file MFS, 

emphasize the advantages to Married 

Filing Jointly and the possibility of filing 

Form 8379, Injured Spouse Claim & 

Allocation (if appropriate). See Pub 17, 

Filing Status, MFS Special Rules for list of 

disadvantages. Respect a taxpayer’s 

decision to file MFS. If domiciled in a 
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community property state see Pub 555, 

Community Property. 

8 There may be multiple filing statuses (for 

example, two heads of household) within 

a shared living quarter if each household 

meets their determined filing 

requirements. 

If one spouse dies and the other 

remarries in the same year, the 

deceased spouse files Married Filing 

Separately. 
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Filing Status Interview Tips 
 

Step Probe or Ask the taxpayer: Action 

 

 

Were you married on 

December 31 of the tax 

year? 6 You are considered 

unmarried if, on the last day 

of the year, you were legally 

separated from your spouse 

under a divorce or separate 

maintenance decree. State 

law governs whether you are 

married or legally separated 

under a 

divorce or separate 

maintenance decree. 

Individuals who have 

entered into a registered 

domestic partnership, civil 

union, or other similar 

relationship that is not called 

If YES, go 

to Step 2. If 

NO, go to 

Step 4. 
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a marriage under state (or 

foreign) law are not 

considered married. A 

taxpayer is married 

regardless of where the 

spouse lives. 

 

 

Do you and your spouse wish 

to file a joint return? 

If YES, your 

filing status 

is married 

filing 

jointly. 

If NO, go to 

Step 3.2
 

 

 

Do all the following apply? 

• You file a separate return 

from your spouse 

• You paid more than half 

the cost of keeping up 

If YES, 

STOP. You 

are 

considered 

unmarried 

and your 

filing status 
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your home for the 

required period of time.1 

• Your spouse didn’t live in 

your home during the 

last 6 months of the tax 

year 3 

• Your home was the main 

home of your child, 

stepchild, or foster child 

for more than half the 

year (a grandchild 

doesn’t meet this test) 

• You claim an exemption 

for the child (unless the 

noncustodial parent 

claims the child under 

rules for divorced or 

separated parents or 

parents who live apart) 

is head of 

household. 

If NO, 

STOP. Your 

filing status 

is married 

filing 

separately5. 



136 
 

 

 

Did your spouse die in 2020 

or 2021? 

If YES, go 

to Step 5. 

If NO, go to 

Step 6. 

 

 

Do all the following apply? 

• You were entitled to file a 

joint return with your 

spouse for the year your 

spouse died 

• You didn’t remarry before 

the end of this tax year 

• You have a child or 

stepchild who lived with 

you all year, except for 

temporary absences or 

other limited exceptions, 

and who is your 

dependent or who would 

qualify as your 

dependent except that: 

If YES, 

STOP. Your 

filing status 

is Qualifying 

Surviving 

Spouse.  

If NO, go to 

Step 6. 



137 
 

he or she does not meet 

the gross income test, 

does not meet the joint 

return test, or except 

that you may be claimed 

as a dependent by 

another taxpayer. Don’t 

include a grandchild or 

foster child. 

• You paid more than half 

the cost of keeping up 

the home for the 

required period of time.1 

 

 

Do both of the following 

apply? 

• You paid more than 1/2 

the cost of keeping up 

your home for the 

required period of time.1 

YES – Head 

of 

Household7  

NO – Single 
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• A “qualifying person,” 

(see Who Is a Qualifying 

Person Qualifying You To 

File as Head of 

Household? chart), lived 

with you in your home 

for more than 1/2 the 

year.4 

Footnotes 

1 Include in the cost of upkeep expenses 

such as rent, mortgage interest, real 

estate taxes, insurance on the home, 

repairs, utilities and food eaten in the 

home. Under proposed regulations, a 

taxpayer may treat a home’s fair market 

rental value as a cost of maintaining a 

household instead of the sum of payments 

for mortgage interest, property taxes and 

insurance. See “Cost of Keeping Up a 

Home” worksheet later in this tab. 
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2 You are considered unmarried for head of 

household purposes if your spouse was a 

nonresident alien at any time during the 

year and you do not choose to treat your 

nonresident spouse as a resident alien. 

However, your spouse is not a qualifying 

person for head of household purposes. 

You must have another qualifying person 

(see Who Is a Qualifying Person Qualifying 

You To File as Head of Household? chart 

later in this tab) and meet the other tests 

to be eligible to file as a head of 

household. 

3 Your spouse is considered to live in your 

home even if he or she is temporarily 

absent due to illness, education, business, 

vacation, military service, or incarceration. 

4 You can’t use head of household filing 

status based on any person who is your 

dependent only because he or she lived 

with you for the entire year (for example, 

a companion or a friend). 
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5 If filing a MFS return in a community 

property state, allocate income and 

expense according to state law. This 

situation may be treated as Out of Scope. 

6 If your spouse died during the year, you 

are considered married for the whole year 

for filing status purposes. If you didn’t 

remarry before the end of the year, you 

can file a joint return for yourself and your 

deceased spouse. If you remarried before 

the end of the tax year, you can file a joint 

return with your new spouse. In that case, 

your deceased spouse’s filing status is 

married filing separately for that year. 

7 There may be multiple filing statuses (for 

example, two heads of household) in 

shared living quarters if each household 

meets their determined filing 

requirements.  
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Who Is a Qualifying Person 

Qualifying You To File as Head of 

Household?1 

DON’T use this chart alone. Use as directed by 

the interview tips on the previous page. 

 

IF the 

person is 

your . . . AND . . . 

THEN that 

person is . . . 

qualifying 

child (such 

as a son, 

daughter, 

or 

grandchild 

who lived 

with you 

more than 

half the 

year and 

he or she is single a qualifying 

person, 

whether or 

not the child 

meets the 

Citizen or 

Resident 

Test7 . 

he or she is married 

and you can claim 

a qualifying 

person. 
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meets 

certain 

other 

tests)2 

him or her as a 

dependent 

he or she is married 

and you can’t claim 

him or her as a 

dependent 

not a 

qualifying 

person. 3 

qualifying 

relative4 

who is 

your 

father or 

mother 

you can claim him 

or her as a 

dependent 5 

a qualifying 

person. 6 

you can’t claim him 

or her as a 

dependent 

not a 

qualifying 

person. 

qualifying 

relative4 

other than 

your 

father or 

mother. 

he or she lived with 

you more than half 

the year, and you 

can claim him or her 

as a dependent, and 

is one of the 

following: son, 

a qualifying 

person. 
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daughter, stepchild, 

foster child, or a 

descendant of any 

of them; your 

brother, sister, half-

brother, half-sister 

or a son or daughter 

of any of them; an 

ancestor or sibling 

of your father or 

mother; or 

stepbrother, 

stepsister, 

stepfather, 

stepmother, son-in-

law, daughter-in-

law, father-in-law, 

mother-in-law, 

brother-in-law or 

sister-in-law5 
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he or she didn’t live 

with you more than 

half the year 

not a 

qualifying 

person. 

he or she isn’t 

related to you in 

one of the ways 

listed above and is 

your qualifying 

relative only 

because he or she 

lived with you all 

year as a member 

of your household 

(for example, a 

companion or a 

friend) 

not a 

qualifying 

person. 

you can’t claim him 

or her as a 

dependent 

not a 

qualifying 

person. 
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Footnotes 

1 A person can’t qualify more than one 

taxpayer to use the head of household 

filing status for the year. 

2 The term “qualifying child” is covered in 

Tab C, Dependents. Note: If you are a 

noncustodial parent, the term “qualifying 

child” for head of household filing status 

doesn’t include a child who is your 

dependent only because of the rules 

described in the Children of Divorced or 

Separated Parents table. If you are the 

custodial parent and those rules apply, the 

child generally is your qualifying child for 

head of household filing status even 

though the child isn’t a qualifying child 

who you can claim as a dependent. A 

grandchild is not a qualifying person for 

HOH status if the taxpayer is married filing 

a separate return from their spouse. 
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3 This person is a qualifying person if the 

only reason you can’t claim him or her as a 

dependent is that you can be claimed as a 

dependent on someone else’s return. 

4 The term “qualifying relative” is covered in 

Tab C, Dependents. 

5 If you can claim a person as a dependent 

only because of a multiple support 

agreement, that person isn’t a qualifying 

person.  

See Multiple Support Agreement, in 

Publication 17. 

6 You are eligible to file as head of 

household even if your parent, whom you 

can claim as a dependent, doesn’t live with 

you. You must pay more than half the cost 

of keeping up a home that was the main 

home for the entire year for your parent. 

This test is met if you pay more than half 

the cost of keeping your parent in a rest 

home or home for the elderly. 
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7 The Citizen or Resident Test states: You 

generally can’t claim a person as a 

dependent unless that person is a U.S. 

citizen, U.S. resident alien, U.S. national, 

or a resident of Canada or Mexico. 
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Cost of Keeping Up a Home 

Keep for Your Records  

 
Amount 

You 

Paid 

 

Total 

Cost 

 

  

Property 

Taxes* $_____  $ ____ 

 

Mortgage 

interest 

expenses* $ _____ $ ____ 

 

Rent $ _____ $ ____  

Utility 

charges $ _____ $ ____ 

 

Property 

insurance* $ _____ $ ____ 
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Food eaten 

in the home $ _____ $ ____ 

 

Other 

household 

expenses $ _____ $ ____ 

 

Fair market 

rental value* $ _____ $ ____ 

 

 

*Under proposed regulations, fair market 

rental value may be used (instead of the sum 

of payments for property taxes, mortgage 

interest expenses, and property insurance) 

Totals 

Minus total amount you paid   (  ) 

Amount others paid     $   

If the total amount you paid is more than the 

amount others paid, you meet the 
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requirement of paying more than half the cost 

of keeping up the home 

Costs you include. Include in the cost 

of keeping up a home expenses such as 

rent, mortgage interest, real estate 

taxes and insurance on the home, repairs, 

utilities, and food eaten in the home. As an 

alternative to including mortgage interest, 

real estate taxes, and insurance under 

proposed regulations, you may include the 

fair market rental value of the home. 

Costs you don’t include. Don’t include the 

cost of clothing, education, medical 

treatment, vacations, life insurance, or 

transportation. Also, don’t include the value 

of your services or those of a member of your 

household. 
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Payments received under Temporary 

Assistance for Needy Families or other 

public assistance programs used to pay 

the costs of keeping up the home can be 

counted as money you paid. Amounts paid 

out of funds received in the child’s or 

qualifying person’s name, such as social 

security, are considered paid by the child, not 

you. 
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Entering Basic Information 

Basic Information>Filing Status 

 

 

After collecting necessary information from 

Form 13614-C, Intake/Interview & Quality 

Review Sheet, and properly applying the tax 

law, you should choose the taxpayer’s filing 

status. 

If the taxpayer’s spouse died during the 

year, the taxpayer is considered 

married for the whole year for filing 

status purposes. If the taxpayer didn’t 

remarry before the end of the tax year, a joint 

return can be filed for the taxpayer and 

deceased spouse. If remarried before the end 

of the tax year, taxpayer can file a joint 

return with the new spouse. The deceased 

spouse’s filing status is Married Filing 

Separately for that year.
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Individuals who are married and living 

apart but not legally separated under a 

decree of divorce or separate 

maintenance are considered married for 

federal tax purposes. Individuals who are 

married in a foreign country are married for 

federal tax purposes if the relationship would 

be recognized as marriage under the laws of 

at least one state, possession, or territory of 

the United States, regardless of domicile. 

Individuals are not lawfully married for 

federal tax purposes if they have entered into 

a registered domestic partnership, civil union, 

or other similar formal relationship not 

denominated as marriage under the law of 

the state, possession or territory of the Untied 

States where such relationship was entered 

into, regardless of domicile. 

While there are legitimate reasons for 

married taxpayers to file separately, 

there are also drawbacks. A limited list 

is provided here. It is not all-inclusive and is 
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provided for informational purposes only. 

Taxpayers filing married filing separately: 

• Can’t claim American opportunity credit, 

lifetime learning credit or the student loan 

interest deduction 

• Can’t claim either the child and dependent 

care credit or the earned income credit 

unless the taxpayer meets the 

requirements to be considered unmarried 

• Who lived with the spouse at any time 

during the year can’t claim the credit for 

the elderly or the disabled and must 

include in income a greater percentage of 

Social Security or Railroad Retirement 

benefits 

• Are limited to $1,500 in capital losses 

• Can’t claim the standard deduction if the 

spouse itemizes 
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• Who lived with the spouse at any time 

during the year have a MAGI limit for 

contributions to Roth IRAs of $10,000 

• Who is covered, or whose spouse is 

covered, by a retirement plan at work 

have a MAGI limit for deductible 

contributions to traditional IRAs of 

$10,000 

See Tab M, Other Returns, if taxpayers opt to 

file an injured spouse allocation rather than 

filing separately. 
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Determining the Last Name of 

Taxpayer 

A name control is a sequence of letters 

derived from a taxpayer’s last name that is 

used by IRS in processing the tax return filed 

by the taxpayer. It is important that the 

combination of name control and taxpayer 

identification number (TIN) provided on an 

electronically filed return match IRS’s record 

of name controls and TINs. 

In e-file, a taxpayer’s TIN and name control 

must match the data in the IRS database. If 

they don’t match, the e-filed return will reject 

and generate an Error Reject Code. 

Individuals may create a mySocialSecurity 

account to see how their information shows 

up on Social Security Administration records. 

For additional information, visit the Social 

Security Administration’s website. 
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Name Controls for Individual Tax 

Returns 

1. Primary Name Control (SEQ 0050) of 

Form 1040 must equal the first 

significant characters of the primary 

taxpayer’s last name. No leading or 

embedded spaces are allowed. The 

first left-most position must contain an 

alpha character. Omit punctuation 

marks (except hyphens), titles and 

suffixes within last name field. 

Examples: 

Individual Name Primary/Secondary Name 

Control 

Individual 

Name on 

SSN/ITIN 

Card(s) 

Enter in TaxSlayer IRS Database 

Primary/Secondary 

Name Control First 

Name 

Field 

Last 

Name 

Field 

John Brown John Brown BROW 
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Walter Di 

Angelo 

Walter Di 

Angelo 

DIAN 

Ronald En, 

Sr. 

Ronald En EN 

Thomas 

Lea-Smith 

Thomas Lea-

Smith 

LEA- 

Joseph 

Corn & 

Mary Smith 

Joseph Corn CORN 

Mary Smith SMIT 

Roger 

O’Neil 

Roger ONeil ONEI 

Kenneth 

McCarty 

Kenneth McCarty MCCA 

FNU Smith 

(First Name 

Unknown) 

FNU Smith SMIT 
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Smith (No 

First Name) 

 Smith SMIT 

2. Consider certain suffixes as part of the 

last name (i.e., Armah-Bey, Paz-Ayala, 

Allar-Sid). Particular attention must be 

given to those names that incorporate 

a mother’s maiden name as a suffix to 

the last name. For example, traditional 

Hispanic last names include the 

taxpayer’s father’s name followed by a 

space and the taxpayer’s mother’s 

maiden name. A married taxpayer’s 

last name remains the same and 

either simply adds on the spouse’s 

father’s name (resulting in 3 names 

forming the last name) or deletes the 

mother’s maiden name and adds on 

the spouse’s father’s name 

(sometimes the spouse’s father’s 

name is preceded by “de”). 
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Examples: 

Individual Name Primary Name Control 

Individual 

Name on 

SSN/ ITIN 

Card 

Enter in TaxSlayer IRS 

Database 

Primary 

Name 

Control 

First Name 

Field 

Last Name 

Field 

Abdullah 

Allar-Sid 

Abdullah Allar-Sid ALLA 

Jose 

Alvarado 

Nogales 

Jose Alvarado 

Nogales 

ALVA 

Juan de la 

Rosa Y 

Obregon 

Juan de la Rosa 

Y Obregon 

DELA 

Pedro Paz-

Ayala 

Pedro Paz-Ayala PAZ- 
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Donald 

Vander 

Neut 

Donald Vander 

Neut 

VAND 

Otto Von 

Wodtke 

Otto Von 

Wodtke 

VONW 

John Big 

Eagle 

John Big Eagle BIGE 

Mary Her 

Many 

Horses 

Mary Her Many 

Horses 

HERM 

Ted Smith 

Gonzalez 

Ted Gonzalez GONZ 

Maria 

Acevedo 

Smith 

Maria Smith SMIT 
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Robert 

Garcia 

Garza 

Hernandez 

Robert Garza 

Hernandez 

GARZ 

Please note that these are examples 

for how the name is shown on a 

return. Asking the taxpayer how their 

name was shown on their return if they filed 

the previous year may help prevent a reject. 

3. Below are examples of Indo-Chinese 

last names and the derivative Name 

Control. Some Indo-Chinese names 

have only two characters. Indo-

Chinese names often have a middle 

name of “Van” (male) or “Thi” 

(female). 
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Examples: 

Individual Name Primary/Secondary Name 

Control 

Individual 

Name on 

SSN/ 

ITIN Card 

Enter in TaxSlayer IRS 

Database 

Primary 

Name 

Control 

First 

Name 

Field 

Last 

Name 

Field 

Binh To La Binh La LA 

Kim Van 

Nguyen 

Kim Nguyen NGUY 

Nhat Thi 

Pham 

Nhat Pham PHAM 

Jin Zhang 

Qui & Yen 

Yin Chiu 

Jin Zhang Qui QUI 

Yen Yin Chiu CHIU 
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Basic Information>Personal 

Information 

The input screens below gather the taxpayer’s 

personal information. 
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Resident State Return This option 

will allow you to select the taxpayer’s 

state of residency. Once the state has 

been chosen, selecting Continue will prompt 

the state questions. The program will create 

the state return based on the state selected. 

The program will automatically transfer basic 

information into the state return for you. Any 

additional states that are needed will be 

selected within the State Return section of the 

return. If a taxpayer lived in more than one 

state during the year, enter the state he or 

she lived in with the highest federal poverty 

level (FPL). That FPL will be used to make 

ACA calculations. If there isn’t a state return 

to complete, select None from the list. 

For Military certification Ask the 

taxpayer their state of legal residence. 

The Civilian spouse of an active duty 

service member, under Military Spouses 

Residency Relief Act (MSRRA) can choose to 

keep their prior residence or domicile for tax 
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purposes (tax residence) when accompanying 

the service member spouse, who is relocating 

under military orders, to a new military duty 

station in one of the 50 states, the District of 

Columbia, or a U.S. territory. Before 

relocating, both spouses must have the same 

tax residence. 

 


